


The Stories of Hawai‘i‘s African Heritage

Popoloheno is a celebration of the heretofore little known stories of people of
African descent who arrived in Hawai‘i at a pivotal time in its history.

People of African descent initially came to Hawai‘i as a direct result of
colonization and enslavement. This history reflects the safety and solidarity
found by formerly enslaved Black people who were initially welcomed in
Hawai‘i and seen as a valued part of the community. In Hawai’i, blackness was
not traditionally considered as negative, but with colonization came an
atmosphere that influenced whose stories would be acknowledged. Nevertheless,
from the time of Anthony Allen (a confidant of King Kamehameha the Great)
onward, members of the African community in Hawai‘i have made a positive
impact. This deserves to be known.

In Hawaiian culture, there is no greater honor than to be gifted a mele inoa, a
Hawaiian tradition in which an individual is honored with a song that
commemorates their life and times, and celebrates their personal attributes. Our
hope is that these songs will situate all who hear them in the time and place of
the story being told, and that they may inspire hula to appear.

We are at a time in which efforts are being made to erase many histories of
marginalized people in American society. Nevertheless, a resurgent energy is
coalescing to ensure the perpetuation of shared stories. Popoloheno enters that
scene with faith, determination and hope for a new era.

a Songs of Resilience and Joy
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